THE CORONA CHRONICLES
2020
Social distancing does not mean social isolation. Now, more than ever, we need to find creative ways to stay
connected. We hope to put a smile on your face and keep you up to date on what’s happening at Villa Beaurepaire.

We encourage you to go outside and enjoy some fresh air.
Wear a mask and keep 2 metres away from others.

announcements
To visit The Hair Salon for a hair wash, colour
or perm, please book an appointment with
Celine through Alex..

Kathy - December 7th
Don W. - December 10th
Pasquale - December 13th
and Jackie December 14th

Book an appointment with the Foot Care Nurse
through Alex. The price is $45 and you must bring
your own towel and a list of your medications.

Welcome to our new
dining room attendant
Doug Bell. He comes to
us with years of
experience working in
residences. Doug is
really enjoying working
at the Villa. He finds that
working here keeps him
occupied and in touch
with people during a
pandemic.

The Snow Angel
Downy flakes fall swiftly past
the glow of the street light.
A sprinkle of white flurries
cast against the dark of the night.
The snow is crisp.
The starts are bright.
I spread my arms and I take flight.
Wings fluttering as I fly,
up into the evening sky.

of Bill Leslie who passed
away on Nov. 18, 2020.

~Christy Anne Martine
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Christmas Crafts at the Villa

Spotlight on Ben

Bernardus H.W. Spiek was born on January 8th, 1929 in Wageningen, a town along the Rhine river within the
province of Gelderland in the Netherlands. Because of its famous agricultural university, it is more lively
than one would expect from a Dutch town with 36,000 inhabitants.
At 12 years of age Ben had a pet goat named Smarty.
He trained Smarty to walk with him and jump up to be
fed. If Ben wasn't fast enough, Smarty would tap Ben's
knee for food.

At the age of 18, Ben joined the Forces and became a
Drill Sergeant. Following this, he was promoted to First
Lieutenant for the Military Police force.

At 28 years of age Ben embarked on a cross country European tour on his
motorbike visiting Germany, Switzerland, Denmark and Sweden.

Ben came to Quebec, Canada in 1958 on the advice of a former Canadian Serviceman friend. He later
married and had a son, Max and a daughter Lisa.
He worked for the Quebec Government to promote safety on the roads and he also gave courses in High
Schools. He also operated two driving schools, one in Beaconsfield and one in Montreal.
Ben continued to work until the age of 81!
Ben moved to the Villa in 2015 where he enjoys
photography and nature. To this day, he's still able to
speak Dutch.
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Stay safe!
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